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Ministry of Education Priorities

1. Maintain a healthy and safe environment for all students, 
families and employees.

2.



Expectations for Stage 2
September 2020

• Maximize in-class learning for all 
students

• Comprehensive suite of COVID-19 
safety measures being implemented to 





Why Use Learning Groups?
Learning groups provide a range of benefits for students including: 
• Learning – allow full-time attendance in school
• Social – increase peer interaction, avoid isolation
• Emotional – increase peer support and connection 
• Psychological – decrease mental health impacts

Learning groups also:
• Further reduce the number of interactions between students and staff
• Help with contact tracing and limit interruptions to learning if a case of 

COVID-19 is confirmed in a learning group



Orientation Week 
Kindergarten to Gr. 12

• To ensure all schools are ready to 



Engagement with Indigenous Elders

• The school district engaged with Elders in the creation 
of our Restart Plan.

• Consultation included determining what needed to be 
considered in supporting our Indigenous families. 

• We will continue to consult with our local Indigenous 
elders and leaders to gather feedback on our plan as 
we move forward.

• District staff will be working with our school 



Elementary Restart Plan 
Kindergarten to Gr. 7

1. Restart plan applies to all elementary schools.
2. Students attend full days, Monday through Friday, and will have 



Elementary Restart Plan 
Kindergarten to Gr. 7

4. Students will be organized into learning groups of 60 students or less and 
staff who can interact more regularly (ex. Recess, lunch, learning activities).
A learning group could be made of:
• A single class of students and staff
• Multiple classes created with ‘like grades’.
• Learning groups will be determined at the school level by 

administration and teachers.
Students will be placed with their learning groups before they attend on 
September 10th and before Kindergarten students attend beginning the 
week of September 14th. This information will be sent to families directly 
from their school.
5. All students will have a Microsoft Office account and will be placed 

within a Microsoft Office Team assigned to their classroom teacher.
6. Model easily adapted to changes in pandemic stages.



Secondary Restart Plan 
Gr. 8-12

• Students will attend school every day.
• The school year is divided into 10-week quarters, 

with two classes taken each quarter.
• All students will have a Microsoft Office account 

and will be placed within a Microsoft Office Team 
assigned to their classroom teacher. 

• The model is easily adapted to changes in 
pandemic stages or if students are temporarily 
home due to illness.
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Secondary Restart Plan 
Junior and Senior Program

• The secondary program will be divided into two 
groups:
o Junior Program (8/9)
o Senior Program (10-12)

• The two programs will have staggered start/dismissal 



Secondary Restart Plan 
Junior Program

• Students will be in learning groups of 60 
students and staff.

• Learning group size may vary for some 
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Secondary Restart Plan 
Senior Program

• Students will be in learning groups of 30 students 
and staff.

• Learning group size may vary for some students, 
depending on course elective choice.

• Students will attend one in-person class daily.
• Students will attend a second blended class. Two 

days per week they will attend this second class in 
person. On all other days they will attend it online.

• Time will be built into each day to support 
students who need additional help.
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Supporting Students with 
Special Needs

• Full time in-class instruction will be available.
• Learning groups will reflect the principles of equity and inclusion.
•
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https://registration.sd41.bc.ca/Forms/BurnabyHomeLearning


Options for Families 
Option 2: Home school 
(https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-
12/support/classroom-alternatives/homeschooling)
• Families choosing this option are required to register their child with 

their catchment school, indicating that they will be home schooling 
their child.

• A parent or family member delivers the entire educational 
program to their child at home.

• There are no assignments or assessments from a teacher as 
the parent or family member is the primary educator.

• Students do not attend their catchment school or participate in 
school-based activities.

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/support/classroom-alternatives/homeschooling


Options for Families
Option 3: Online distributed learning through Burnaby Online 
(https://online.burnabyschools.ca/courses/)
• All lessons and assignments are delivered through the 

online learning portal.
• Teacher assessment and support is provided 

through messaging, email or phone.
• There are no onsite classes, activities, group work or 

https://online.burnabyschools.ca/courses/




Transitional Option for Families 
Kindergarten-Gr. 7

Option 4: Transition Program (Under consideration)
• The district is exploring this option for families who are not yet ready to have their 

children return to in-person instruction.
• Students would learn



Options for Families of 




